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THE COLLAPSE OF METANARRATIVE ABOUT GLOBAL

PROSPERITY

Conventional liberal paradigm
posits the view that free
trade, free movement of capital,
goods and open trade policies
would increase wealth in the world.
Eventually, the wealth created at
the richest countries would trickle
down to the bottom of the ladder.
Hence, it would actually benefit
everyone in the long term. These
liberal economic values were hailed
by the developed nations as the
key to prosperity and peace in the
international community. The West
under the leadership of the USA,
has ferociously promoted liberal
internationalism as the right model
of world order since the end of the
World War |.

dd )

Globalization has
turned into an aspiration
and ideology for the
construction of a liberal
world at the hands of the

Us.
ve
J
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Globalization and free trade
across the world were introduced
as universal values and advertised
as the catalyst for development for
the remaining world. Globalization
has turned into an aspiration and
ideology for the construction of
a liberal world at the hands of the
US. It was believed that the liberal

world order would prevent wars at
aglobal scale and preserve the ever-
lasting peace around the world.
Intergovernmental  organizations
including League of Nations (later
replaced by the United Nations),
European Union, the World Health
Organization and the World Bank
were also all assigned key roles
in the establishment of global
governance. However, the call for
a ‘flat world’ transformed itself into
a call for a massive pullback from
economic globalization in the face
of growing economic anxieties and
struggles.

The World Health Organization (WHO)
plays an essential role in the global
governance of health and disease.

The meta-narrative about
development and  ever-lasting
global peace are heavily questioned
by the US.Economic globalization
is considered as a threat for long-
term economic vitality and even
security of the American people.
Ironically, the economic model
that the US has feriously promoted
backlashed against their economic
expectations. The liberal order is
being turned upside down. More
strikingly, countries that defend
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these values of free markets, free
trade, internationalism and open
global market now are being labeled
as major threats to the stability
of international world order and
detrimental to the interests of the
USA.

DYNAMICS OF NATIONAL
IDENTITY

ome scholars define nationa-

lism as the anti-thesis of glo-
balization. This approach posits
the view that with ever expanding
globalization, boundaries will be ir-
relevant. In this paper, | refute this
stance. Instead, | use the definition
of nationalism as the idea of taking
pride in one’s own nation or imagi-
ned community. The pride not only
compromises the nation’s past and
present achievements and but also
compromises perceived achieve-
ments in the future. | hold the belief
that nationalism as a founding ideo-
logy is often reframed and molded
specific to one nation’s understan-
ding its own history, evaluation of
the existing socio-economic condi-
tions and projection of itself into the
future. Varying opinions are held in
regards to what effect globalization
has had on nationalism. Nationalism
has the function of providing a new
consciousness and a new ideology.
Finding innovative answers to mul-
tiple challenges posed to this ima-
gined community helps build the
sense of belonging and serves as
the underlying motivation for the

future. The ideological mindset and
cultural identity purport to explain
the outside world and defines goals
to pursue in their responses to this
outside world. The dynamic nature
of nationalism allows itself to be dis-
torted, reframed, restructured and
remolded.

dd )
Nationalism can be
sets of images that
are independent and
responsive to the realities
of the outside world.

ve

N\ J
Nationalism, hence, constantly
provides means and space for sta-
tes to survive, achieve political le-
gitimacy and orientation in their
socioeconomic targets/objectives.
In abstract forms, nationalism is
not defensive and isolationist force
against economic globalization. In
each state, there is not one unified
form of national identity, nor right
or wrong form. Nationalism can be
sets of images that are independent
and responsive to the realities of
the outside world. In each nation,
competing understandings of nati-
onalism may portray constrasting
views on the impact of economic
globalization. Thus, for some, glo-
balization poses threat to national
identity and for some others, globa-
lization in fact fosters nationalism.




In a bid to gain political legitimacy,
the ruling elite needs to provide ef-
fective politicallly feasible policies
that can address the socioecono-
mic effects of globalization. So, the
framework of nationalism in part
springs from a nation’s socioeco-
nomic evaluation, orientation and
aspirations. Idealized conception
of how one country should identify
itself is discovered based on how a
nation views its own past, how it
evaluates the existing socio-econo-
mic, political and cultural conditions
and finally how it projects itself into
the future. Parties and governments
twist world history and nationalist
urge that align with their socioeco-
nomic perpectivies.

Governments twist and mold world history
and nationalist sentiments to align with
their socioeconomic perpectivies.

Subsequently, the deep rooted stru-
ggle about finding the right ideology
for the nation’s success shapes the
approach toward economic globa-
lization. In some countries, natio-
nalism and globalization are seen
as the untitheatical forces. In some
other countries, these two forces
go hand in hand. Recently, the ri-
ght-wing nationalism in some of the
developed nations can be regarded

TIGA Briefing /07 o
17.07.2020

as a response and reaction the un-
certaincities of economic globaliza-
tion. On the other hand, many de-
veloping nations which have been
the main beneficiaries of more-in-
tegrated market economy galvani-
ze the public opinion and mold the
nationalist sentiments in support of
greater economic globalization.

| PUSHBACK AGAINST
ECONOMIC GLOBALIZATION
he pushback against glo-
balization, manifested in
the Brexit vote and support for
political leaders such as Donald
Trump, stems from social and
economic exclusion at the han-
ds of economic globalization.
With growing globalization and
the changes it has brought to the
world, many in the developed
nations feel behind by the recent
developments. Social and eco-
nomic exclusion appears to have
translated into support for lea-
ders such as Trump and Brexit.
Political leaders who address
growing inequality and polariza-
tion in their political campaigns
continue to gain more popular
support. Trump and Brexit sup-
porters, hence, both formulate
and develop nationalist rhetorics
that appeal to those who have
been left behind by the econo-
mic globalization. Until recent-
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ly, America’s historic mission of
spreading values of free trade
and liberty were in contingent
with what it meant to be an
American’, though the degree to
which it has been publicly emp-
hasized has varied.

a. Until recently, America's\
historic mission of
spreading values of free
trade and liberty were in
contingent with what it
meant to be an 'American’,
though the degree to
which it has been publicly!'

\emphasized has varied. )

Despite doubts raised by some
scholars and politicians about
whether spreading these values
worldwide would actually im-
prove the lives of Americans,
there was a broad consessus
about the compatibility betwe-
en American nationalism and
the tenets of economic globa-
lization. The compatibility was
to the extent that the US was
willing to give up its own short
term economic interests for the
sake of keeping the global eco-
nomy running and maintaining
intergovernmantal  institutions
developed under the leadership
of the US. It was hoped that by
keeping the US wide open to the
rest of the world’s exports and
even granting economic favors,

it would be in the favor of the
nation in the long-term. By do-
ing so, the US would be the main
beneficiary of the economic de-
velopment by keeping allies all
over the world. During the Cold
War, the US economy was pre-
dominant world power and hen-
ce economic globalization was in
tandem with strong nationalism
at home.

In the past decades, economic
growth and globalization always
seemed to have risen in tandem.
Thus, American nationalism was
shaped in support for economic
globalization. After the end of
the Cold War, it was the height
of a certain “globalization eup-
horia”: The implementation of
the Open Door Policy in China
and integration of former soci-
alist economies into the global
market economy all signified
reaffirming support for the wor-
Idwide triumph of liberal world
order.

In the face of changing global re-
alities and growing global com-
petition, the bond, however,
between nationalism and advo-
cacy for global economy is now
fracturing in the US. Many feel
threatened by the way the glo-
bal economic integration is affe-
cting their lives. Under decline
of manufacturing employment,
loss of competitiveness, reduced
and unstable incomes among the



poor and working class, Ameri-
can public has grown skeptical
about economic globalization
and international agreements
over the years.

dd )

Trump's  understanding
of nationalism pits against
international global
economy global

governance.
ve
J

and

NG

The US government under
Trump administration also fe-
els being unfairly treated by the
global trading system and argues
that the US economy is exploi-
ted at the hands of developing
nations. Under the growing influ-
ence of economic globalization,
Trump administration conveys
the public that the US economy
is worse than better. Trump’s
understanding of nationalism
pits against international global
economy and global governan-
ce. The US government moves
away from its commitment to
promotion of liberal values. In
constrast, it displays hostility
toward global economic integra-
tion and global governance. An-
ti-globalization movement iden-
tifies the nationalist discourse
and Trump’s America First’ stan-
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ce is a response and reaction to
the uncertainties of globalization
in the West. The call for pullback
from economic globalization and
overrealiance on protectionism
find more popular support.

Buy American - Hire American

In the face of growing economic anxieties
and struggles, the US government under
Trump administration also feels being
unfairly treated by the global trading system.

CALL FOR A GLOBALIZED
ECONOMY

I n constrast to the US antago-
nism against economic globa-
lization, political leaders in China
have defined nationalism in lines
with the promotion of economic
development and upholding glo-
balization principles. For years,
China experienced national hu-
miliation at the hands of imperi-
al powers, faced isolation in the
international community, suffe-
red poor governance and lacked
modernization. In the late 1970s,
under the leadership of Deng Xi-
aopeng, economic development
was the most viable path to add-
ress the daunting economic soci-
al problems. Since the initial days
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of the reform, Chinese nationa-
lism is defined in lines with the
promotion of economic deve-
lopment and integration of the
nation into the global economy.

a . For years, China
experienced national
humiliation at the hands
of  imperial  powers,
faced isolation in the
international community,
suffered poor governance ! !
J

\

and lacked modernization.
\

The Chinese nationalist discour-
se provides the political legiti-
macy domestically and serves
the underlying motivation for
economic activities externally.
The decisive surge of nationa-
lism, therefore, coincided with
the economic growth in China.
In recent decades, greater glo-
balization leads to deeper natio-
nalism in China. The theoretical
system of socialism with Chinese
characteristics, starting from the
late 70s, can be considered how
the rise of the Chinese society is
contingent on upholding the va-
lues of the liberal economic or-
der and economic globalization.
The important thought of “Th-
ree Represents”, put forward by
Jiang Zemin, exerts the substan-
tial influence for the support for

further economic globalization.
China’s entry into the World
Trade Organization in 2001, sig-
nifes another key milestone in
the nation’s incorportation into
global economic governance. In
the quest for human society de-
velopment, Hu Jintao’s “Harmo-
nious Society” also acknowled-
ges the key role of international
community, intensification of in-
ternational interaction and eco-
nomic globalization. From the
century of humiliation to China’s
rise as a world power, these de-
velopments in recent Chinese
history demonstrate the drama-
tic paradigm shift in China from
showing hostility toward inter-
national sytem to developing a
new sense of accountability and
commitment in the international
community.
~

a. In the grip of economic
slowdown, during
President Xi Jinping's first
term of office, nationalism
and economic globalization
are harnessed together
again by the Chinese state "

\_ J

In the grip of economic slow-
down, during President Xi
Jinping’s first term of office,
nationalism and economic globa-
lization are harnessed together




again by the Chinese state. In an
attempt to boost trade and sti-
mulate economic growth, Presi-
dent Xi announced the launch of
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
in 2013 which can be considered
as a global development strategy.

President  Xi

Chinese Jinping’s new
inspirational slogan- the Chinese Dream,
hopes to build a moderately prosperous
society and realize national rejuvenation.
BRI significantly contributes to
China’s pride and symbolizes
the greater footprint of the na-
tion in the world. President Xi’s
model for economic growth and
prosperity through his proposed
‘Chinese Dream’ suggests that
China’s ascendancy still operates
in tandem with sustainance and
expansion of economic globali-
zation. China’s sense of imagi-
ned community continues to be
reframed and molded in ways
that facilitate its integration to
the global market economy and
assume greater responsibility for
the maintenance of the existing
world order.
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ECONOMIC GLOBALIZATION
AND INSTRUMENTALIZATION
OF NATIONALISM

Nationalism in China as an
ideology advocates the
rise of China based on economic
globalization principles where as
in the United States, the Trump
administration twists American
nationalism as an ideology to
advocate the rise of the nation
based on anti-global economic
principles. Despite some distinct
and constrasting differences, na-
tionalist sentiments both in the
US and China first and foremost
fulfill the function of reaffirming
the political legitimacy of the ru-
ling parties. Second, nationalist
discourse fulfills the function of
providing a new consciousness,
a new ideology that provides
answers to multiple challenges
of modern global economy. In
both nations, the ruling elite ins-
rumentalizes national patriotism
as an ideological tool to mobilize
the masses to support and carry
out the socio-economic targets.
Although perpetuating comple-
tely constrasing attitudes toward
global
President Xi’s ‘Chinese Dream’

/s
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is not any less or more nationa-
list than Trump’s America First’
approach.

a . Although perpetuating\

completely constrasing
attitudes toward global
economic integration,
President Xi's 'Chinese

Dream' is not any less
or more nationalist than
Trump's  'America First"'

approach.

The US and the UK, once furi-
ous defenders of economic glo-
balization, step back from the
commitment to neoliberal va-
lues including open door policy,
market-oriented reform poli-
cies, free and open trade. On
the contrary, China, who once
showed reluctance to embrace
neoliberal economic measures,
positions itself as the defender
of economic globalization. Since
the start of the 20th century, the
US highlighted the benefits of
free trade, foreign assisstance,
foreign direct investments, and
the importance of international
organizations such as NATO,
the WTO and UN. Initially, Chi-
na along some other developing
countries certainly felt economic
globalization was simply a ze-

ro-sum game. More precisely, it
was believed that foreign inves-
tors only promote greater eco-
nomic globalization so that they
can gain economic profits at the
expense of their economies. Not
surprisingly, until the late 1970s,
China’s zero-sum game approa-
ch to economic globalization has
led to deeping isolationism in the
international community.

New beneficiaries emerge from
world trade due to the shift in
the global economy. During the
time when the liberal internatio-
nal economy contributes to eco-
nomic growth and prosperity in
the United States, the tenets of
liberal economy were introdu-
ced as the ingredients for econo-
mic development for the rest of
the world.

a . Although perpetuating\

completely constrasing
attitudes toward global
economic integration,
President Xi's 'Chinese

Dream' is not any less
or more nationalist than
Trump's  'America First"'

approach.

When such meta-narratives met
opposition from the developing
nations, the opposing forces



were seen as a threat, backward,
uncivilized and in need of chan-
ge. However, just couple deca-
des later, when the US no longer
can reap the economic benefits
of globalization, the very same
values and principles of liberal
economic order are perceived as
posing a direct threat to security
and national economy. The US
government imposes a sense of
American identity that negatively
influences the mass public’s rea-
ction to immigration, economic
globalization, international or-
ganizations. On the other hand,
China has been the forerunner
and defender of economic glo-
balization and free trade in part
because the country benefits
from the present socioeconomic
conditions. As the socioecono-
mic conditions continue to chan-
ge under the influence of globali-
zation, the intriguing relationship
between nationalism and call for
globalization will likely change.
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